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Stronger Together  Thank you to the Senate Finance Committee for holding today’s hearing. My name

SERVICE EMPLOYEES is Jaime Contreras and I am the Capital Area District Director and an Executive Vice
INTERNATIONAL UNION President of SEIU 32BJ. 32BJ represents over 9,000 workers in Maryland and has
CTW, CLC

175,000 members up and down the East Coast.
KYLE BRAGG
President I want to ask you to stand with working Marylanders by voting for SB 721.
MANNY PASTREICH . s
Secretary Treasurer Maryland is currently on a path to a $15/hour minimum wage by 2025 for large
JOHN SANTOS employers and by 2026 for small employers - that is unless the Board of Public
Assistant to the President Works decides to delay the planned increases in the minimum wage. Unfortunately,
EXECUTIVE due to rising inflation we cannot wait so long.
VICE PRESIDENTS
SHIRLEY ALDEBOL Inflation is soaring across the country and in particular in Maryland. According to
N oA the Bureau of Labor Statistics, inflation was at 7% for calendar year 2021
ROB HILL nationwide, but 8% in the Baltimore-Columbia-Townson area.! This rate of
DENISJOHNSION inflation is the highest in 40 years.2 Moreover, we have seen inflation hit certain
GABE MORGAN . . Y . .
ROXANA RIVERA essentials such as groceries, utilities and housing particularly hard.3 Because of the
VICE PRESIDENTS Russian invasion of Ukraine, inflation seems on track to worsen even further. These
MARGARITA ALONZO price increases will have a disproportionately harsh impact on low-income
DEAN DEVITA workers, many of whom were also frontline essential workers during the COVID-19
ISRAEL MELENDEZ d :
ROCHELLE PALANCHE pan emic.
KEVIN STAVRIS . . .
CANDIS TOLLIVER We are asking you to vote in favor of SB 721 in order to accelerate already planned
Capital Area District wage increases and so ensure that Maryland’s workers are able to adequately
Washington 202.367.3211 provide for themselves and their families.

Baltimore  410.244.6299

Virginia 202.387.3211 . .
J Thank you for your consideration.
Connecticut District

Hartford 860.560.8674

Stamford  203.674.9965 Sincerely,
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Hudson Valley District o ]aime Contreras
914.328.3492

Mid-Atlantic District Executive Vice President and Capital Area District Director
215.226.3600

National Conference of SEIU Local 32B]

Firemen and Oilers
276.706.3210

New England District 615
617.523.6150
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973.824.3225 3h o/ Iw wsi
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